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“Going Home.”          Text – Ruth 1:6-22          Reading – Exodus 22:21-24; Matt. 19:23-30 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Those of you here last Sunday will recall that we described the OT as the astonishing and at times almost unbelievable account of everything that led up to the coming of Jesus the Messiah.  And the Book of Ruth is a much loved part of this story, because of how family tragedy leads to unlikely love and eventually the birth and reign of King David.   
So as we began our tour through the book, we noted that Elimelech made a faithless choice to take his family to Moab; he should not have done that.  But despite his faithless choice, still the Lord was at work in and through this family.   
And the fact is that each one of us has made faithless choices or we have loved ones who have done so.  

So we found tremendous encouragement in this story of God’s sovereign grace.
Well, here in this next section, three women have to make a choice – will they stay in Moab or will they go to Israel?  And as we look closely at the decision facing the two daughters in law, we are going to see that much more is at stake than whether or not they need to inform the post-office about where to send their mail.    
And we will do this also by taking careful note of the way that the Author of this book lays their discussion with Naomi before us.   You see, God, by His Spirit, wants the reader’s attention to be focused on Him.  He wants us to see His hand at work in the lives and decisions of His people.
So what we will do is to look at the three exchanges between Naomi and her daughters’ in law, and then finish by considering Naomi and Ruth’s arrival in Bethlehem.

Well, we ended last week with Naomi in a helpless and hopeless situation.  She could not provide for herself or her two widowed daughters’ in law.  Humanly speaking, her life was in ruins.  But as verse 6 opens, we see a spark of hope.  Somehow, Naomi has heard that the famine in Israel is over.  
· Now, Proverbs 25:25 says, “Like cold water to a weary soul is good news from a distant land.”  And perhaps you have experienced that.  There are some struggles going on in your life, but you receive good news from overseas.  And it is wonderful!  It can be a real pick-me-up.  Yes?  So at a human level it is the same with Naomi.  Amidst all of the gloom and struggle that is her daily life, she gets this really good news!
· But notice how the author describes the good news: We read, “When she heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of His people by providing food for them...”  So it is not just that the famine is over but that the Lord had come to the aid of His people.  You will remember from last week that famine in Israel meant the judgment of the Lord.  Clearly though, the people had turned to the Lord in repentance and were now enjoying covenant blessing.  
· Our in this very human drama, our attention is being focused on the activity of the Lord.  
Well, you boys and girls will know the story of the Prodigal son – a very naughty boy who takes his inheritance and goes to a far land and spends it all until he is penniless.  And he ends up eating pig food when he recognizes how foolish he has been and he decides to go home and apologize to his father.  So he goes home and his father runs to meet him and kisses him and welcomes him back into the house with a party!  
Well, Naomi is a Prodigal Mum.  Ultimately, unbelief led her to a far off land.  But having lost so much, she has come to see that the place where she ought to be is where the Lord chooses to bless His Old Testament people – Israel.
· And this, by way of an aside, should be our prayer for our prodigals – Lord, bring them to see that the place of true joy and meaning and eternal hope is the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I.  So, Naomi and her daughters’ in law begin to journey towards Judah.  And a little ways down the road, we see the first exchange between Naomi and her daughters’ in law.                           

A. In verses 8-9, Naomi says, “Go back, each of you, to your mother's home.  May the LORD show kindness to you, as you have shown to your dead and to me.  May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”  So, what can we say then about Naomi’s first words to her daughters’ in law?  
1. Well, when you see the word LORD written in capital letters, you know that this is translating the Hebrew YAHWEH, which is the special covenant name of God that He gave to Moses.  We have to say though that Naomi has not exactly been a model member of the covenant community herself.  And still she is struggling to truly trust in the Lord.  For while she has recognized that the place that she ought to be is where the Lord chooses to bless His people – Israel, she is urging her daughters to go to Moab and asking the Lord to bless them there.  And that just does not add up. 
2. We read earlier in Exodus an example of the Lord’s repeated command that the people of Israel would show kindness to the alien (foreigner).  The intention of God was that foreigners would experience such kindness among the people of Israel that they would want to become a part of the people of God by coming to know the Lord.  But whatever her reasons, Naomi cannot see how any good could come out of her daughters-in-law coming with her to Judah.  
3. Nevertheless, the truth in Naomi’s words here is that only God can truly give blessing.  You may have heard before that the Bible has a word that describes the love that needs to shown to widows and orphans; those who are truly helpless.  That Hebrew word is Hesed.  
a. Most often it is translated in our Bibles as ‘lovingkindness’ or ‘love.’  
b. In Psalm 136, every verse ends with the refrain, “His love endures forever.”  “His Hesed endures forever.”  
c. Naomi is saying, I can’t give you Hesed.  Only God can.  I can’t provide the help that the helpless need.  Only God can.  
4. And what Naomi also alerts us to is the fact that Hesed; the Lovingkindness of God, is going to come about through marriage.  
a. Now, at the moment, Naomi thinks that this can only happen in Moab.  She can’t see any way that this could possibly occur in Judah.
b. Naomi’s faith in God is weak at best, but she is still being used by God to prepare His people; to prepare us, for an amazing demonstration of His redeeming power.  
5. In Ephesians 3:20-21, the Apostle Paul ends a prayer with these words, “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory…”
a. I know that right now some among us are in the same place as Naomi.  We face struggles of our own or loved ones and we just cannot see how God could possibly bring any good out of it?  And sometimes we are tempted to try and engineer human circumstances that don’t really measure up with God’s revealed will.  But let us pray and trust that the Lord can do “immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine”!
II.  Well then.  A choice now lies before Orpah and Ruth.  And we read next that Naomi “kissed them and they wept aloud and said to her, "We will go back with you to your people."  They have heard Naomi, but they have decided to stick with Naomi and the land of Judah.  So then we have this second exchange of vv11-14.  Naomi says, "Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands?  Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband.  Even if I thought there was still hope for me-- even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons-- would you wait until they grew up?  Would you remain unmarried for them?  No, my daughters.  It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD's hand has gone out against me!"  
A. And here Naomi continues to pile up the impossibility of the situation phrase by phrase.  She knows that Ruth and Orpah will be as welcome in Israel as a ham sandwich in a synagogue.  They will be viewed as ‘outsiders/Gentiles.  She continues to stress the fact that marriage is their only hope for a secure life.  But because they are Moabites, she knows that the chances of them remarrying in Judah are less than zero.  The only Israelites that would ever consider marrying them would be Naomi’s other sons, and she does not have any.  And to show just how impossible this all is; how unlikely, she describes the impossible scenario of her, Naomi, remarrying, conceiving, and giving birth to sons, all on this day, as still unlikely to be of use Ruth and Orpah.

B. Do you see what is going on here Brothers and Sisters?  The words of Naomi are being used by the author of this book to create a perfect and typical scenario of impossible redemption – humanly speaking.  We are reading another of the barren womb accounts in the OT.  Time and time again we read about woman who could not conceive and who were utterly hopeless.  But, Psalm 113:9 says of God, “He settles the barren woman in her home as a happy mother of children.  Praise the LORD.”  So we are kind of being set up in a good way for another miraculous redemption from God account.  Naomi is busy pointing these women towards Moab.  She is seeking a human redemption for these two widowed women.  Her bitterness is keeping her from trusting in the God of the covenant.  And yet, despite all this, we are being pointed, through her, to the surprising redemption that only God can bring.  
C. So, once again, a choice lies before Orpah and Ruth.  And we read in verse 14, “At this they wept again.  Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to her.”  For Orpah, the impossibility, humanly speaking, of any future redemption in Judah, seemed logical, reasonable, and sensible.  For Orpah, her only hope lay in a return to Moab.  And so, off she went.  Ruth however, clings to Naomi.  
III.  And then follows the third and final exchange.  Here though, Ruth makes the largest contribution.  Initially, Naomi says, “Look, your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods.  Go back with her."  Once again, she implores Ruth to see the logic of her request.  And Naomi is truly naughty here as she even encourages Ruth to go back to the gods of Moab!!
A. But then follows one of the most remarkable professions of faith ever recorded in the Bible; perhaps the most remarkable profession of faith.  “Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.  Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and your God my God.  Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.  May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me."”  Wow!  Wow!!!!!!
1. And what makes Ruth’s profession faith so remarkable is that at best she has been taught some things about God by Naomi or Elimelech or her now dead husband.  But Elimelech’s example in leaving the land of promise was not helpful, and Naomi’s example, even now, is far from ideal.  Right?  But still Ruth commits herself to live in a strange land and to serve the Lord.  
B. And just so we are crystal clear about what Ruth’s words add up to – this is a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. It makes no difference whether we are talking about people in the Old Testament or the New Testament, salvation now and salvation then is by faith in  Jesus Christ.  You and me look back to Jesus and His work on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  We know exactly how our sins are forgiven by God.   For OT believers, it was about looking forward to the One God kept promising to send; the One to whom all the sacrifices and ceremonies pointed forward to.  
2. So Ruth here, with little knowledge, and never having seen the temple or sacrificed there, and probably only with her families’ memory of the law of God to go on, has chosen to trust in the Lord.  
3. Earlier in the service we read from Matthew 19.  And after hearing Jesus say that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God, the disciples said to Jesus, “Who then can be saved?”  And how did He reply?  “With man this is impossible, but with God, all things are possible.”

4. And Brothers and Sisters, Young people and boys and girls, Ruth is an incredible example of God doing what humanly seems impossible as she is brought into the family of God, by faith.
· You see, the reality is that none of us deserve eternal life; none of us naturally fit into God’s family; none of us, in and of ourselves, are worthy of the Father’s love.  
· The only one worthy of Father’s love is His Son, Jesus; the only one who ‘naturally fits’ into the Father’s family is Jesus.  
· But He left the ‘family home of heaven’ and come down to earth.  He looked down at us miserable sinners and He said, in effect, “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.  Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.”  And so, He came down to earth to live amongst men, to die amongst men, and to be buried amongst men.  
· And in doing this He made it possible for Ruth and all those who believe in Him to become a part of the family of God now and one day to enjoy eternal life in heaven with our Saviour, Jesus.

So my friend, I have to tell you that you are a sinner who is guilty of breaking God’s commandments.  And if you do not repent, you will be condemned to eternity in hell.  But if you choose, today, to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins, and you resolve that from this day on you will live with Jesus as your Saviour and Lord, you will become a part of the Father’s family now and you will enjoy eternal life in heaven.  Will you choose to believe in Jesus, today?
Well, finally then, we see Naomi and Ruth as they return to Bethlehem.  The weakness of Naomi’s faith is further revealed in her response to Ruth’s profession of faith.  She doesn’t rejoice.  She doesn’t praise God.  She doesn’t even thank Ruth for her commitment to her.  Instead, we read that “she stopped urging her.”  It is kind of like a massive ‘whatever!’  
And the reason Naomi acts like this is revealed in the next verses, for Naomi has a pity party.  Boys and girls, I am sure you know what a pity party is.  A pity party usually begins with a bottom lip that sticks out and eyebrows that drop down.  It often involves stomping feet and hands on the side of the face.  “No one cares for me.  I always get the blame.  It’s not fair.”  Well, Naomi has a first rate pity party; a top shelf pity party.  As she arrives home and the women of Bethlehem marvel at this sad, lonely, looking women, she says, “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter.  I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty.  Why call me Naomi?  The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” 
Naomi has fallen into the temptation that each one of us can so easily fall into from time to time.  And it is the temptation to let circumstances cloud our view of God.
Basically, Naomi is saying, life is tough so God must not love me.  She is viewing God as a kind of cosmic policeman who whacks people when He is upset with them.    
To be sure, Naomi had suffered great and real loss.  But the Lord tells us in His word that He causes all things to work together for the good of those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).  And people of God, “All things” means ALL things, including hardship or illness or trouble or loss.  And we are seeing that here with Naomi because all of these sad circumstances have been used of the Lord to bring her AND RUTH back to the land of promise.  

And the neon sign that is flashing to say, Watch out the Lord is at work here!!! Is seen in v22 as we read, “So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.”
Remember how this chapter began?  “In the days when the Judges ruled there was a famine in the Land.”  And we noted that Bethlehem meant House of Bread.  But there was no bread in Bethlehem.  Bethlehem was under judgment.  But now a barley harvest has begun.  This means that God has returned blessing upon the people of Bethlehem.  There has been repentance.  Something good is happening in Bethlehem.  And we will see, God willing, that the good thing in Bethlehem has much to do with a man called Boaz; a God-fearing, faithful, obedient man called Boaz.

So all is in readiness, people of God.  As this chapter ends, the author of this Book has set us up for something amazing.  You can sense the excitement in his words.  He can’t wait to tell you what is going to happen next.  He has set the scene.
 We have been introduced to sad, empty, bitter Naomi. 
 We have been introduced to faithful Ruth. 
 But as the chapter has unfolded, we have been forced to focus, again and again, on the his sovereign and gracious Lord.  

Look at this, says the author, the Lord is busy here.  There is barley in the House of Bread!  
God is preparing to bless His people!  Be prepared to be amazed!  Amen.
